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Course Description 

This course will introduce you to academic writing.  Throughout the semester, you will have an 
opportunity to learn and practice the skills necessary for success in college as well as the world 
at large: summarizing, classifying, comparing, and analyzing.  By its conclusion, you will have 
mastered the fundamentals of college-level reading and writing, and you will be well-prepared 
for English 201 and for writing in advanced courses across the curriculum.  

Writing is a process that involves multiple stages: brainstorming, planning, drafting, 
writing, editing, proofreading, and revising.  Since writing is a communicative act intended for a 
particular audience, it invites collaborative thinking.  Course assignments will therefore include 
in-class workshops and peer-review editing, and these will help you improve your written and 
oral communication.  Course readings will familiarize you with different forms of writing and a 
diverse range of rhetorical strategies in order for you to build competence and confidence as 
readers, critical thinkers, and writers. 

Prerequisites 
Score of 7 or higher on CUNY/ACT 
 

Required Texts and Materials 
 There is no required text for this course. 
 All readings and writing materials will be posted in advance on our class blog: 

http://compprofessor.wordpress.com/.  By clicking the links you will either be directed to 
another website or to a downloadable document.  The password is: composition2012. 
You don’t need either a WordPress or a DropBox account to access these files. You could 
also use the following permanent links:  

 http://compprofessor.wordpress.com/2012/08/23/hello-world/ 
 http://compprofessor.wordpress.com/2012/08/24/hello-composition-contenders-here-are-

your-supplementary-writing-resources/  
 You will be expected to read all of the assigned texts and writing materials, and to bring 

them with you to class either as a hard copy or downloaded and readily accessible on 
your laptop, iPad, Kindle, or other electronic device – except smart phones.  

 I recommend that you purchase a college level dictionary to bring to the final exam.  
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Course Learning Outcomes  
(After successfully completing this course, you can 
expect to be able to do the following:) 

Measurements  
(The means of assessment for learning 
outcomes listed in the first column) 

1. Organize, develop, and revise thesis-driven essays 
that include substantial support and use a variety of 
rhetorical strategies.  

1.  3 out-of-class essays, 1 in-class essay, 
and the departmental final examination.  

2. Summarize, paraphrase, and quote from readings. 2. Graded essays, out-of-class and in-class 
writing exercises, and the departmental final 
examination.  

3. Critically analyze numerous readings.  
 

3. Out-of-class and in-class writing 
exercises, class discussion of readings, 
graded essays, and the departmental final 
examination. 

4. Demonstrate a command of edited American 
English, using vocabulary and syntax appropriate to 
college-level work.  
 

4. Graded essays and the departmental final 
examination. 
 

5.  Demonstrate a command of the MLA conventions 
of citation and documentation.  

5.  Out-of-class graded essays. 
 
 

 
Below are the college’s general education goals that students who successfully complete this 
course can expect to have achieved: 

 
Course Requirements 

• 4 essays (2 take-home essays to be graded as drafts and upon revision) and 2 in-class essays, 
including a practice essay for the final exam, due throughout the semester;   

• Informal writing exercises (summary, response) to accompany reading assignments;   
• In-class writing, including group work; 
• Active participation in class discussions; 
• Departmental Final Exam that requires you to compose, draft, and edit a thesis-centered 

essay of at least 500 words, scheduled during the last week of classes.    
 
 

 General Education Learning Outcomes Measurements  
(the means of assessment for general 
education goals listed in first column) 

 Communication Skills: Students will be able to 
write, read, listen, and speak critically and 
effectively.  

Class discussion of readings, graded 
essays, and the departmental final 
examination. 

 Values: Students will be able to make informed 
choices based on an understanding of personal 
values, human diversity, multicultural awareness, 
and social responsibility. 

Class discussion of readings, in-class and 
out-of-class writing exercises, and the 
departmental final examination exploring 
the cultural construction and politics of 
gender.  
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Course Policies 
Class Participation   
You must be fully prepared to participate in class discussion: in other words, you must complete 
the assigned reading in its entirety prior to each class and come prepared with intelligent 
questions, comments, and observations.  Class participation is a crucial component of your 
grade.  See “Grade Percentages” below. 
 
Attendance, Punctuality, and Missed Work  
At BMCC, the maximum number of absences is limited to one more hour than the number of 
hours a class meets in one week: in a 3-credit class, you are allowed 4 hours of absence (not 4 
days).  You are expected to attend class regularly and be on time.  In the case of excessive 
absences, your grade will be lowered, and your chances of passing will be seriously endangered. 

Whenever you miss class, it is your responsibility to secure and provide documentation.  
It is also your responsibility to speak with me to make reasonable arrangements for missed 
examinations or major graded assignments. 

Note: You may not make up missed in-class work.  
	  
Academic Adjustments for Students with Disabilities 
Students with disabilities who require reasonable accommodations or academic adjustments for 
this course must contact the Office of Services for Students with Disabilities.  BMCC is 
committed to providing equal access to all programs and curricula to all students. 

 
Written Assignments: Exercises, Response Papers, and Essays   
In addition to in-class exercises, you will be asked to submit 8-10 ungraded response papers (1 or 
2 paragraphs in length).  These informal responses are meant to ensure you keep up with the 
reading and to encourage you to think about the texts before we begin our discussion.  They are 
also meant to serve as springboards for longer formal assignments.   

Moreover, there will be four graded essays about 500-750 words, or 2-3 pages in length; 
two of these will be completed at home and two in class, including an in-class practice essay for 
the departmental final.  These will be completed in stages, such as: brainstorming, work on thesis 
statements and introductions, in-class peer-review, and revising (both revisions are mandatory).  

All written assignments must be typed in 12-point Times font, double-spaced, left 
justified with 1-inch margins on all sides.  Final drafts will be carefully proofread and submitted 
in class on the day they are due.  Your name, course title, section, and the date should appear in 
the left-hand corner.  You will submit the final draft stapled on top of the rough draft and 
introduction, in that specific order (!).   
 
Policy on Late Submissions 
I will not accept papers or other assignments exclusively via email.  If you are going to miss 
class on the day an assignment is due, you must send your paper to class with a friend or leave a 
hard copy in my English Department mailbox before class time to receive credit.  Papers 
submitted after the deadline will lose 1/3 of a grade for each day they are late (e.g., A to A-, B+ 
to B, B- to C+ etc.); if submitted a week late, they will receive no credit at all. 
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Exams & Quizzes  
In addition to the departmental final examination offered during the last week of classes, there 
will occasionally be announced as well as unannounced quizzes on the readings, which will be 
easy for those who have read the assignment and impossible for those who have not. 

 
BMCC Policy on Plagiarism and Academic Integrity Statement 
Plagiarism is the presentation of someone else’s ideas, words, or artistic, scientific or technical 
work as one’s own.  Unlawful sales of a term paper, essay, report, thesis, or dissertation to 
students are punishable under the New York Education Law § 213-b.  Using the ideas or work of 
another person is permissible only when the original author is identified, and proper attribution 
and bibliographical citations are given.  This includes not only direct quotations from the original 
source, but also paraphrasing and summarizing.  Plagiarism may be intentional or unintentional.  
Lack of dishonest intent does not necessarily absolve a student of responsibility for plagiarism.  

The essays you write for this course are meant to reflect your own knowledge and 
understanding of the texts.  Academic dishonesty, including but not limited to plagiarism of 
written material, is a very serious offense.  Any student who commits an act of academic 
dishonesty will fail the assignment and/or the course, and such incidents will also be reported to 
the proper authorities.  NO EXCEPTIONS.   

Students who are unsure how and when to provide documentation are advised to consult 
with their instructors.  Also, the library provides guides to help students appropriately identify a 
cited work.  The full policy can be found on BMCC’s website, www.bmcc.cuny.edu.  Finally, if 
in doubt, just add a citation.  
 

 
Grade Percentages 

• Essays and revisions – 40% (10% each) 
• In-class Writing Exercises & Quizzes – 15% 
• Class participation – 15% 
• Departmental Final Exam – 30% 

 
General Course Policies 

Class Etiquette 
Drinks are fine, but there will be no eating in class; there will also be no sleeping or texting.  
Please turn off your phones before you enter the classroom; otherwise, I reserve the right to 
answer the phone for you and read your texts to the whole class. 
 
Email Etiquette 
When writing to your instructor (me), use your BMCC email or an appropriate alternate address 
that includes your name (not that of your favorite TV show or body part); address your instructor 
(me) by name and/or rank (e.g., “Dear Professor,” “Dear Anastassiya,” “Dear Dr. Andrianova”); 
use correct English and sign your name at the bottom.  Any email that reads like a text message 
(e.g., with the word “you” written as “u,” or with “LOL,” “OMG,” and smiley faces) will not 
receive a reply.  THX !  I will try my best to respond to your emails within 48 hours. 
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Sequence of Topics & Assignments 
Identification & Description 
Definition, Processes & Classification 
Causality 
Comparing & Contrasting 
Summarizing 
The Complete Argument: Induction & Deduction 
The Rhetorical Techniques of Argument 
The Application of Techniques to Disparate Audiences 
 
 

Syllabus  
Week 1: Language & Identity  

Tue 8/28 Introduction to English Composition & Rhetoric 
 

Fri 8/31  Amy Tan, “Mother Tongue”  
http://www.scribd.com/doc/13297165/Mother-Tongue-By-Amy-Tan-I-
Am-Not-A  
Yoko Tawada, “From Mother Tongue to Linguistic Mother” (PDF) 

 
Week 2: Identification & Description 

Tue 9/4 Raja Rao, “Language and Spirit” (PDF) 
      

Fri 9/7 Horace Miner, “Nacirema”  
 https://www.msu.edu/~jdowell/miner.html?pagewanted=al   
 

DUE: Reflection on the role of language  
 
Week 3: Description & Definition  

Tue 9/11  Yoko Tawada, “Canned Foreign” and “Talisman” (PDF) 
 
Fri 9/14 Edgar Allen Poe, “The Imp of the Perverse”  
  http://etext.lib.virginia.edu/toc/modeng/public/PoePerv.html 

W.H. Auden, “Law, Like Love”  
http://www.poemhunter.com/poem/law-like-love 

DUE: Essay 1 - Revision due in two weeks (10/2/12) 
 
Week 4: Definition, Process & Classification 

Tue 9/18  NO CLASS  
 
Fri 9/21  Stephen L. Carter, “The Insufficiency of Honesty”  

   www.csun.edu/~hfmgt001/honesty.doc 
DUE: Definition of an abstract term  
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Week 5: Causality 
Tue 9/25 NO CLASSES SCHEDULED 
  

 Fri 9/28 Faulkner, “A Rose for Emily” (PDF) 
    DUE: Description of a familiar object  
Week 6: Causality (cont’d)  

Tue 10/2 Herman Melville, “Bartleby, the Scrivener” (PDF)   
 
Fri 10/5  Melville (cont’d) 

 
Week 7: Comparing & Contrasting  
 Tue 10/9 TBA  

  
Fri 10/12  Jean-Jacques Rousseau, the opening page of Confessions (PDF); 

George Orwell, “Why I Write” 
http://orwell.ru/library/essays/wiw/english/e_wiw 

DUE: Essay 2 - Revision due in two weeks (10/30/12) 
 
Week 8: Comparing (cont’d) 

Tue 10/16 Anne Lamott, “Shitty First Drafts” (PDF)  
 
Fri 10/19  Mary Shelley, “1831 Introduction to Frankenstein” (PDF) and Fyodor  

Dostoevsky, excerpt from Notes from Underground (PDF) 
Due: Compare an aspect Shelley, Lamott, and Dostoevsky share  

 
Week 9: Comparing (cont’d) 

Tue 10/23 Poems by British Romantic Poets (PDF) 
 
Fri 10/26 Charles Baudelaire, selected poems (PDF) 
 Due: Compare an aspect shared by one (or more) of the British Romantics  

and Baudelaire  
 
Week 10: The Complete Argument: Induction & Deduction  

Tue 10/30  Excerpts from Arthur Conan Doyle (PDF) 
  
Fri 11/2 Deborah Tannen, “Gender Gap in Cyber Space”  

http://www9.georgetown.edu/faculty/tannend/newsweek051694.htm 
Stephanie Coontz, “The M.R.S. and the Ph.D.” (Word)  

DUE: Short Essay #3 - Revision due in two weeks (11/15) 
 
Week 11: The Complete Argument (cont’d) 

Tue 11/6 Gary Gutting, “What Is College For?” (Word)  
 
Fri 11/9  Ed Dante, “The Shadow Scholar”   

http://chronicle.com/article/The-Shadow-Scholar/125329  
    DUE: Compare an aspect Gutting and Dante share  
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Week 12: The Rhetorical Techniques of Argument 
Tue 11/13 Thucydides, “Melian Dialogue” (PDF);  

Jonathan Swift, “A Modest Proposal”  
 http://andromeda.rutgers.edu/~jlynch/Texts/modest.html 
  Due: Reflection on the role of rhetoric  
 
Fri 11/16  Essay 4: Final Exam Practice  Written in Class 

 
Week 13: The Application of Techniques to Disparate Audiences 

Tue 11/20 Sarah Shea, “Pathology in the Hundred Acre Wood” (PDF);  
David Barker, “Winnie the Pooh: A Case Study…” (PDF) 

 
Fri 11/23 NO CLASS: Thanksgiving Recess   

 
Week 14: Final Exam Preparation 

Tue 11/27  Work on Final Exam Readings 
Fri 11/30 Works on Final Exam Readings 

 
Week 15: Final Exam Preparation 

Tue 12/4  TBA 
Fri 12/7 TBA 
  

Week 16:  
Tue 12/11 TBA 
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Course Description 

This course will introduce you to academic writing.  Throughout the semester, you will have an 
opportunity to learn and practice the skills necessary for success in college as well as the world 
at large: summarizing, classifying, comparing, and analyzing.  By its conclusion, you will have 
mastered the fundamentals of college-level reading and writing, and you will be well-prepared 
for English 201 and for writing in advanced courses across the curriculum.  

Writing is a process that involves multiple stages: brainstorming, planning, drafting, 
writing, editing, proofreading, and revising.  Since writing is a communicative act intended for a 
particular audience, it invites collaborative thinking.  Course assignments will therefore include 
in-class workshops and peer-review editing, and these will help you improve your written and 
oral communication.  Course readings will familiarize you with different forms of writing and a 
diverse range of rhetorical strategies in order for you to build competence and confidence as 
readers, critical thinkers, and writers. 

Prerequisites 
Score of 7 or higher on CUNY/ACT 
 

Required Texts and Materials 
 There is no required text for this course. 
 All readings and writing materials will be posted in advance on our class blog: 

http://compprofessor.wordpress.com/.  By clicking the links you will either be directed to 
another website or to a downloadable document.  The password is: composition2012. 
You don’t need either a WordPress or a DropBox account to access these files. You could 
also use the following permanent links:  

 http://compprofessor.wordpress.com/2012/08/23/hello-world/ 
 http://compprofessor.wordpress.com/2012/08/24/hello-composition-contenders-here-are-

your-supplementary-writing-resources/  
 You will be expected to read all of the assigned texts and writing materials, and to bring 

them with you to class either as a hard copy or downloaded and readily accessible on 
your laptop, iPad, Kindle, or other electronic device – except smart phones.  

 I recommend that you purchase a college level dictionary to bring to the final exam.  
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Course Learning Outcomes  
(After successfully completing this course, you can 
expect to be able to do the following:) 

Measurements  
(The means of assessment for learning 
outcomes listed in the first column) 

1. Organize, develop, and revise thesis-driven essays 
that include substantial support and use a variety of 
rhetorical strategies.  

1.  3 out-of-class essays, 1 in-class essay, 
and the departmental final examination.  

2. Summarize, paraphrase, and quote from readings. 2. Graded essays, out-of-class and in-class 
writing exercises, and the departmental final 
examination.  

3. Critically analyze numerous readings.  
 

3. Out-of-class and in-class writing 
exercises, class discussion of readings, 
graded essays, and the departmental final 
examination. 

4. Demonstrate a command of edited American 
English, using vocabulary and syntax appropriate to 
college-level work.  
 

4. Graded essays and the departmental final 
examination. 
 

5.  Demonstrate a command of the MLA conventions 
of citation and documentation.  

5.  Out-of-class graded essays. 
 
 

 
Below are the college’s general education goals that students who successfully complete this 
course can expect to have achieved: 

 
Course Requirements 

• 4 essays (2 take-home essays to be graded as drafts and upon revision) and 2 in-class essays, 
including a practice essay for the final exam, due throughout the semester;   

• Informal writing exercises (summary, response) to accompany reading assignments;   
• In-class writing, including group work; 
• Active participation in class discussions; 
• Departmental Final Exam that requires you to compose, draft, and edit a thesis-centered 

essay of at least 500 words, scheduled during the last week of classes.    
 
 

 General Education Learning Outcomes Measurements  
(the means of assessment for general 
education goals listed in first column) 

 Communication Skills: Students will be able to 
write, read, listen, and speak critically and 
effectively.  

Class discussion of readings, graded 
essays, and the departmental final 
examination. 

 Values: Students will be able to make informed 
choices based on an understanding of personal 
values, human diversity, multicultural awareness, 
and social responsibility. 

Class discussion of readings, in-class and 
out-of-class writing exercises, and the 
departmental final examination exploring 
the cultural construction and politics of 
gender.  
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Course Policies 
Class Participation   
You must be fully prepared to participate in class discussion: in other words, you must complete 
the assigned reading in its entirety prior to each class and come prepared with intelligent 
questions, comments, and observations.  Class participation is a crucial component of your 
grade.  See “Grade Percentages” below. 
 
Attendance, Punctuality, and Missed Work  
At BMCC, the maximum number of absences is limited to one more hour than the number of 
hours a class meets in one week: in a 3-credit class, you are allowed 4 hours of absence (not 4 
days).  You are expected to attend class regularly and be on time.  In the case of excessive 
absences, your grade will be lowered, and your chances of passing will be seriously endangered. 

Whenever you miss class, it is your responsibility to secure and provide documentation.  
It is also your responsibility to speak with me to make reasonable arrangements for missed 
examinations or major graded assignments. 

Note: You may not make up missed in-class work.  
	  
Academic Adjustments for Students with Disabilities 
Students with disabilities who require reasonable accommodations or academic adjustments for 
this course must contact the Office of Services for Students with Disabilities.  BMCC is 
committed to providing equal access to all programs and curricula to all students. 

 
Written Assignments: Exercises, Response Papers, and Essays   
In addition to in-class exercises, you will be asked to submit 8-10 ungraded response papers (1 or 
2 paragraphs in length).  These informal responses are meant to ensure you keep up with the 
reading and to encourage you to think about the texts before we begin our discussion.  They are 
also meant to serve as springboards for longer formal assignments.   

Moreover, there will be four graded essays about 500-750 words, or 2-3 pages in length; 
two of these will be completed at home and two in class, including an in-class practice essay for 
the departmental final.  These will be completed in stages, such as: brainstorming, work on thesis 
statements and introductions, in-class peer-review, and revising (both revisions are mandatory).  

All written assignments must be typed in 12-point Times font, double-spaced, left 
justified with 1-inch margins on all sides.  Final drafts will be carefully proofread and submitted 
in class on the day they are due.  Your name, course title, section, and the date should appear in 
the left-hand corner.  You will submit the final draft stapled on top of the rough draft and 
introduction, in that specific order (!).   
 
Policy on Late Submissions 
I will not accept papers or other assignments exclusively via email.  If you are going to miss 
class on the day an assignment is due, you must send your paper to class with a friend or leave a 
hard copy in my English Department mailbox before class time to receive credit.  Papers 
submitted after the deadline will lose 1/3 of a grade for each day they are late (e.g., A to A-, B+ 
to B, B- to C+ etc.); if submitted a week late, they will receive no credit at all. 
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Exams & Quizzes  
In addition to the departmental final examination offered during the last week of classes, there 
will occasionally be announced as well as unannounced quizzes on the readings, which will be 
easy for those who have read the assignment and impossible for those who have not. 

 
BMCC Policy on Plagiarism and Academic Integrity Statement 
Plagiarism is the presentation of someone else’s ideas, words, or artistic, scientific or technical 
work as one’s own.  Unlawful sales of a term paper, essay, report, thesis, or dissertation to 
students are punishable under the New York Education Law § 213-b.  Using the ideas or work of 
another person is permissible only when the original author is identified, and proper attribution 
and bibliographical citations are given.  This includes not only direct quotations from the original 
source, but also paraphrasing and summarizing.  Plagiarism may be intentional or unintentional.  
Lack of dishonest intent does not necessarily absolve a student of responsibility for plagiarism.  

The essays you write for this course are meant to reflect your own knowledge and 
understanding of the texts.  Academic dishonesty, including but not limited to plagiarism of 
written material, is a very serious offense.  Any student who commits an act of academic 
dishonesty will fail the assignment and/or the course, and such incidents will also be reported to 
the proper authorities.  NO EXCEPTIONS.   

Students who are unsure how and when to provide documentation are advised to consult 
with their instructors.  Also, the library provides guides to help students appropriately identify a 
cited work.  The full policy can be found on BMCC’s website, www.bmcc.cuny.edu.  Finally, if 
in doubt, just add a citation.  
 

Grade Percentages 
• Essays and revisions – 40% (10% each) 
• In-class Writing Exercises & Quizzes – 15% 
• Class participation – 15% 
• Departmental Final Exam – 30% 

 
General Course Policies 

Class Etiquette 
Drinks are fine, but there will be no eating in class; there will also be no sleeping or texting.  
Please turn off your phones before you enter the classroom; otherwise, I reserve the right to 
answer the phone for you and read your texts to the whole class. 
 
Email Etiquette 
When writing to your instructor (me), use your BMCC email or an appropriate alternate address 
that includes your name (not that of your favorite TV show or body part); address your instructor 
(me) by name and/or rank (e.g., “Dear Professor,” “Dear Anastassiya,” “Dear Dr. Andrianova”); 
use correct English and sign your name at the bottom.  Any email that reads like a text message 
(e.g., with the word “you” written as “u,” or with “LOL,” “OMG,” and smiley faces) will not 
receive a reply.  THX !  I will try my best to respond to your emails within 48 hours. 
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Sequence of Topics & Assignments 
Identification & Description 
Definition, Processes & Classification 
Causality 
Comparing & Contrasting 
Summarizing 
The Complete Argument: Induction & Deduction 
The Rhetorical Techniques of Argument 
The Application of Techniques to Disparate Audiences 
 
 

Syllabus  
Week 1: Language & Identity  

Wed 8/29 Introduction to English Composition & Rhetoric 
 

Fri 8/31  Amy Tan, “Mother Tongue”  
http://www.scribd.com/doc/13297165/Mother-Tongue-By-Amy-Tan-I-
Am-Not-A  
Yoko Tawada, “From Mother Tongue to Linguistic Mother” (PDF) 

 
Week 2: Identification & Description 

Wed 9/5 Raja Rao, “Language and Spirit” (PDF) 
      

Fri 9/7 Horace Miner, “Nacirema”  
 https://www.msu.edu/~jdowell/miner.html?pagewanted=al   

DUE: Reflection on the role of language  
 
Week 3: Description & Definition  

Wed 9/12 Yoko Tawada, “Canned Foreign” and “Talisman” (PDF) 
 
Fri 9/14 Edgar Allen Poe, “The Imp of the Perverse”  
  http://etext.lib.virginia.edu/toc/modeng/public/PoePerv.html 

W.H. Auden, “Law, Like Love”  
http://www.poemhunter.com/poem/law-like-love 

DUE: Essay 1 - Revision due in two weeks (10/3/12) 
 
Week 4: Definition, Process & Classification 

Wed 9/19  TBA 
 
Fri 9/21  Stephen L. Carter, “The Insufficiency of Honesty”  
  www.csun.edu/~hfmgt001/honesty.doc 

DUE: Definition of an abstract term  
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Week 5: Causality 
Wed 9/26  NO CLASSES SCHEDULED 
  

 Fri 9/28 Faulkner, “A Rose for Emily” (PDF) 
    DUE: Description of a familiar object  
 
Week 6: Causality (cont’d)  

Wed 10/3 Herman Melville, “Bartleby, the Scrivener” (PDF)  
  
Fri 10/5  Melville (cont’d) 

 
Week 7: Comparing & Contrasting    

Wed 10/10 NO CLASS: Classes Follow a Monday Schedule    
Fri 10/12  Jean-Jacques Rousseau, the opening page of Confessions (PDF); 

George Orwell, “Why I Write” 
http://orwell.ru/library/essays/wiw/english/e_wiw 

DUE: Essay 2 - Revision due in two weeks (10/31/12) 
 
Week 8: Comparing (cont’d) 

Wed 10/17 Anne Lamott, “Shitty First Drafts” (PDF)  
 
Fri 10/19  Mary Shelley, “1831 Introduction to Frankenstein” (PDF) and Fyodor  

Dostoevsky, excerpt from Notes from Underground (PDF) 
Due: Compare an aspect Shelley, Lamott, and Dostoevsky share  

 
Week 9: Comparing (cont’d) 

Wed 10/24 Poems by British Romantic Poets (PDF) 
 
Fri 10/26 Charles Baudelaire, selected poems (PDF) 
 Due: Compare an aspect shared by one (or more) of the British Romantics  

and Baudelaire  
 
Week 10: The Complete Argument: Induction & Deduction  

Wed 10/31  Excerpts from Arthur Conan Doyle (PDF) 
  
Fri 11/2 Deborah Tannen, “Gender Gap in Cyber Space”  

http://www9.georgetown.edu/faculty/tannend/newsweek051694.htm 
Stephanie Coontz, “The M.R.S. and the Ph.D.” (Word)  

DUE: Short Essay #3 - Revision due in two weeks (11/15) 
 
Week 11: The Complete Argument (cont’d) 

Wed 11/7 Gary Gutting, “What Is College For?” (Word) 
  

Fri 11/9  Ed Dante, “The Shadow Scholar”   
http://chronicle.com/article/The-Shadow-Scholar/125329  

    DUE: Compare an aspect Gutting and Dante share  
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Week 12: The Rhetorical Techniques of Argument 
Wed 11/14 Thucydides, “Melian Dialogue” (PDF); 

Jonathan Swift, “A Modest Proposal”  
 http://andromeda.rutgers.edu/~jlynch/Texts/modest.html 
  Due: Reflection on the role of rhetoric  
 
Fri 11/16  Essay 4: Final Exam Practice  Written in Class 

 
Week 13: The Application of Techniques to Disparate Audiences 

Wed 11/21  Sarah Shea, “Pathology in the Hundred Acre Wood” (PDF);  
David Barker, “Winnie the Pooh: A Case Study…” (PDF) 

 
Fri 11/23 NO CLASS: Thanksgiving Recess   

 
Week 14: Final Exam Preparation 

Wed 11/28  Work on Final Exam Readings  
Fri 11/30 Work on Final Exam Readings 

 
Week 15: Final Exam Preparation 

Wed 12/5 TBA 
Fri 12/7 TBA 
  

Week 16:  
Wed 12/12 TBA 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


