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Short Essay 2: Grading Rubric 
The “A” Paper 
The A paper has all of the characteristics of the B paper, but there is also a specific, arguable thesis and 
a lucid and well-supported argument written in proper academic style.  The student provides a concise 
summary of the text s/he has chosen, and offers insight into and thoughtfully evaluates how the writer 
goes about defining or describing the term at hand, including, where applicable, the organizing 
principle and structure of the text, as well as examples.  There are no major logical inconsistencies or 
issues with grammar and mechanics.  While there may be some errors, these do not distract in any way 
from the clarity and coherence of the essay.  Proper rules for MLA citation are observed. 
 
The “B” Paper 
The B papers present a clear argument along with a plausible thesis.  The question is addressed in full 
though with less sophistication than in the A paper.  The student provides a summary of the text s/he 
has chosen, and engages in sufficient analysis and discussion of the effectiveness of the specific mode 
employed by the writer, including, where applicable, the organizing principle and structure of the text, 
as well as examples.  Although there may be some logical inconsistencies or grammar issues, these do 
not interfere with the meaning as they do in the C paper.  Proper rules for MLA citation are sufficiently 
observed. 
 
The “C” Paper 
In the C paper, there is some form of an argument and a thesis, but the latter may be a factual 
statement or be too general and/or too vague: e.g., “The writer uses description well”; “Description is 
a mode used by writers to help their readers visualize an event, object, or person”; “In this essay I will 
discuss description”; etc.  The student discusses how the writer goes about defining or describing the 
term at hand primarily or wholly through summary, listing and/or paraphrasing examples from the 
texts without adequately explaining why those examples are significant.  The C paper contains fewer 
logical inconsistencies than the D paper, and although it may have many errors in grammar and 
mechanics, the meaning is adequately conveyed.  MLA citation is partially observed. 
 
The “D” Paper 
In the D paper, there is a more pronounced effort at presenting an argument than in the F paper, and 
some minimal amount of evidence is offered primarily or wholly in the form of summary.  There is 
some discussion of how the writer goes about defining or describing the term at hand, but very little 
analysis or evidence.  Alternatively, the student may provide enough evidence and a thesis, but has 
misconstrued the essay question (in other words, the paper is off-topic).  Like the F paper, the D paper 
contains logical inconsistencies and serious errors in grammar and mechanics, which interfere with the 
meaning.  MLA citation is either only minimally observed or not observed at all. 
 
The “F” Paper 
In the F paper, the student makes some mention of the texts, and either attempts to answer the essay 
question in a general, vague, and/or tenuous manner, or fails to address it all.  The F paper is also 
incoherent, contains logical inconsistencies, and has very serious errors in grammar and mechanics, 
which make the meaning almost impossible to decode.  In addition, students who plagiarize receive an 
F without opportunity for a rewrite, as do students who fail to submit a paper at all. 


